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Abstract: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) face significant obstacles, disproportionately affecting 

marginalized populations, including women, unemployed youth, disadvantaged children, and people with 

disabilities. Conflicts, policy shifts, and systematic inequalities hinder progress, necessitating urgent reforms. 

To address these challenges, this research paper proposes a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates 

inclusive, technology-driven solutions. 

The current SDG framework is insufficient to address the complex and interconnected challenges of the 

modern world, exacerbating inequalities and development gaps. 

This research will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining theoretical and empirical analysis to explore 

the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and AI governance in shaping future 

education, work, and sustainable development. 

This research aims to contribute to the development of a more inclusive and effective SDG framework, 

leveraging technology and innovation to accelerate progress toward the SDGs. The findings will inform policy 

and practice, promoting equitable and sustainable development, and ultimately leaving no one behind. By 

prioritizing gender-sensitive policies, education resilience, disability inclusion, and conflict mitigation, this 

research will help realign the SDGs with contemporary challenges, ensuring a more sustainable and equitable 

future for all. 
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I. Introduction: 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a beacon of hope for a world grappling with the 

complexities of poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation.  

Adopted by the United Nations in 2015, the SDGs provide a comprehensive framework for achieving a more 

equitable, prosperous, and sustainable future for all (United Nations, 2015). They are a global blueprint for the 

future that leaves no one behind . 

At the heart of the SDGs lies a profound recognition that development is multidimensional, encompassing not 

only economic growth but also social inclusion and environmental sustainability (Sachs, 2015). As the Bible 

reminds us, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1), 

underscoring the importance of stewardship and responsibility toward our planet. 

Despite the ambitious nature of the SDGs, progress has been uneven, with marginalized populations bearing the 

brunt of developmental challenges (UNDP, 2020). Women, unemployed youth, disadvantaged children, and 

people with disabilities continue to face significant barriers to accessing education, employment, and healthcare 

(UN Women, 2020; ILO, 2020; Save the Children, 2020; WHO, 2018). Conflicts, policy shifts, and systematic 

inequalities further exacerbate these challenges, necessitating urgent reforms (OECD, 2020). As the prophet 

Isaiah exhorts, “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, and please the 

widow’s cause” (Isaiah 1:17), highlighting the importance of justice and compassion in our pursuit of 

development. 

The current SDG framework has been criticized for its limitations in addressing the complex and interconnected 

challenges of the modern world (Sachs, 2019). Critics argue that the SDGs lack a clear framework for 
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implementation, monitoring, and evaluation, which has hindered progress toward achieving the goals (Fukuda-

Parr, 2019). Hence the inability to effectively tackle modern challenges  

Moreover, the SDGs have been criticized for being overly ambitious, with some arguing that they are not 

tailored to the specific needs and contexts of different countries (Vandemoortele, 2018). Thu,  the One size fits 

all approachleaves out marginalized populations and the resources may not be allocated efficiently .  

These needs highlight the importance of tailored approaches to SDG implementation, taking into account the 

specific contexts and needs of different countries (Vandemoortele, 2018). 

In response to these challenges, this research proposes a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates inclusive, 

technology-driven solutions. By harnessing the power of strategic communication, emerging media 

technologies, and AI governance, this research aims to explore new possibilities for accelerating progress 

toward the SDGs. 

Technology has the potential to play a transformative role in achieving the SDGs. Emerging technologies such 

as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and the Internet of Things (IoT) can help to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of development interventions (World Bank, 2016). Strategic communication can also play a critical 

role in promoting behavioral change and social mobilization (Servaes, 2017). 

By prioritizing the needs of marginalized populations and promoting sustainable development, we can create a 

more equitable and prosperous future for all, as envisioned in the biblical concept of shalom, which 

encompasses peace, justice, and flourishing (Isaiah 32:17). 

This research aims to explore the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and AI 

governance in shaping future education, work, and sustainable development, with a focus on promoting 

inclusive and sustainable development. 

The purpose of this research is to contribute to the development of a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates 

inclusive, technology-driven solutions, prioritizing gender-sensitive policies, education resilience, disability 

inclusion, and conflict mitigation. 

By achieving this aim and purpose, this research will inform policy and practice, promoting equitable and 

sustainable development, and ultimately leaving no one behind, in line with the biblical mandate to “do justice, 

love kindness, and walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 

 

II. Problem Description: 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) face significant challenges in addressing the complex and 

interconnected issues of poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation. 

Despite their ambitious nature, progress toward achieving the SDGs has been uneven, with marginalized 

populations bearing the brunt of developmental challenges. 

The current SDG framework has several limitations, including:Lack of clear implementation, monitoring, and 

evaluation mechanisms: Hindering progress toward achieving the goals (Fukuda-Parr, 2019), One-size-fits-all 

approach : Failing to account for country-specific contexts and needs, leading to inefficient resource allocation 

and exacerbating inequalities (Vandemoortele, 2018), Insufficient attention to marginalized populations: 

Women, unemployed youth, disadvantaged children, and people with disabilities face significant barriers to 

accessing education, employment, and healthcare (UN Women, 2020; ILO, 2020; Save the Children, 2020; 

WHO, 2018). 

These limitations necessitate urgent reforms and a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates inclusive, 

technology-driven solutions to accelerate progress toward achieving the SDGs. 

 

III. Research Objectives: 
1. Develop a re-imagined SDG framework integrating inclusive, technology-driven solutions. 

2. Explore the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and AI governance. 

3. Prioritize gender-sensitive policies, education resilience, disability inclusion, and conflict mitigation. 

These objectives aim to contribute to a more inclusive and effective SDG framework, promoting equitable and 

sustainable development. 

 

IV. Materials and Methods: 
This research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining theoretical and empirical analysis to explore the 

potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and AI governance in shaping future 

education, work, and sustainable development. 

1. Literature review: A comprehensive review of existing research on SDGs, inclusive development, and 

technology-driven solutions. 

2. Conceptual framework: Development of a conceptual framework integrating inclusive, technology-driven 

solutions for SDGs. 
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3. Case studies: In-depth analysis of successful implementations of technology-driven solutions for SDGs in 

various contexts. 

4.  Expert interviews: Interviews with experts in the fields of sustainable development, strategic communication, 

emerging media technologies, and AI governance. 

5. Survey research: Surveys of marginalized populations, including women, unemployed youth, disadvantaged 

children, and people with disabilities. 

Analysis of data from case studies, expert interviews, and surveys using qualitative and quantitative methods 

and engagement with stakeholders, including policymakers, practitioners, and community leaders, endured  

relevance and applicability of research findings. 

This research was guided by the Biblical mandate to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your 

God” (Micah 6:8). As stewards of God’s creation, we have a responsibility to promote equitable and sustainable 

development, prioritizing the needs of marginalized populations (Psalm 24:1). By integrating inclusive, 

technology-driven solutions, we can accelerate progress toward achieving the SDGs and create a more just and 

compassionate world. 

This research aimed to  ensure reproducibility by: Clearly documenting research methods and procedures, using 

transparent and rigorous data analysis methods and making research findings and data available for replication 

and further analysis. 

 

V. Theoretical Frameworks: 
This research is grounded in a comprehensive review of theoretical frameworks and models that 

underpin sustainable development, inclusive innovation, and technology adoption. 

The following section outlines the key theoretical frameworks and models that inform this study, providing a 

foundation for understanding the complex relationships between technology, inclusive development, and 

sustainable development.  

These frameworks emphasize the importance of integrated approaches, context-specific solutions, and 

prioritizing the needs and perspectives of marginalized populations. 

Sustainable Development Theory:  This framework focuses on balancing economic, social, and environmental 

dimensions to achieve sustainable development (WCED, 1987; Sachs, 2015). It emphasizes the need for 

integrated approaches to address the complex challenges of sustainable development. 

Inclusive Innovation Theory: This framework emphasizes the importance of involving marginalized populations 

in the innovation process to ensure that their needs are addressed (Foster & Heeks, 2013; Gupta, 2016). It 

highlights the potential of inclusive innovation to promote social justice and reduce inequalities. 

Technology for Development (T4D) Framework:  This framework explores the potential of technology to 

support development outcomes, including the SDGs (World Bank, 2016; UNDP, 2020). It emphasizes the need 

for context-specific and user-centered approaches to technology adoption. 

Human-Centered Design (HCD) Framework:  This framework prioritizes the needs and perspectives of 

marginalized populations in the design of solutions (IDEO, 2015; Brown & Katz, 2011). It emphasizes the 

importance of empathy, co-creation, and iterative design in developing effective solutions. 

Social Justice Theory: This framework emphasizes the importance of promoting social justice and addressing 

inequalities in development outcomes (Rawls, 1971; Sen, 2009). It highlights the need for equitable distribution 

of resources and opportunities. 

Theoretical Models: 

1. United Nations Development Programme's (UNDP) Sustainable Development Framework: This framework 

provides a comprehensive approach to sustainable development, emphasizing the need for integrated and 

context-specific solutions (UNDP, 2020). 

2. Amartya Sen's Capability Approach:  This framework emphasizes the importance of enhancing human 

capabilities and promoting freedom and agency in development outcomes (Sen, 1999; Sen, 2009). 

3. Donella Meadows' Systems Thinking Framework:  This framework highlights the importance of 

understanding complex systems and addressing the root causes of development challenges (Meadows, 2008). 

A combination of the Sustainable Development Theory and Inclusive Innovation Theory could provide a robust 

theoretical framework for exploring the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and 

AI governance in shaping future education, work, and sustainable development.  

This framework would emphasize the need for integrated and context-specific approaches to sustainable 

development, while prioritizing the needs and perspectives of marginalized populations. 

 

VI. Results & Discussion: 
This section presents the findings of the research and discusses their implications in the context of the research 

questions and objectives.  
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The results are based on a comprehensive analysis of case studies, expert interviews, and surveys of 

marginalized populations, conducted with sensitivity to the cultural and social contexts of the participants. 

Findings: 

1. Inclusive technology-driven solutions can accelerate progress toward achieving the SDGs:  The research 

findings indicate that strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and AI governance can play a 

transformative role in promoting inclusive and sustainable development. 

2. Context-specific approaches are essential for effective SDG implementation:  The findings highlight the 

importance of tailoring approaches to SDG implementation to account for country-specific contexts and needs. 

3. Marginalized populations face significant barriers to accessing education, employment, and healthcare:  The 

research findings confirm that women, unemployed youth, disadvantaged children, and people with disabilities 

face significant barriers to accessing essential services. 

 

VII. Discussion: 
The findings of this research have significant implications for policy and practice. By integrating 

inclusive, technology-driven solutions into the SDG framework, policymakers and practitioners can accelerate 

progress toward achieving the SDGs and promote equitable and sustainable development.  

The research was conducted with sensitivity to the power dynamics between the researcher and participants, 

ensuring that the voices and perspectives of marginalized populations were heard and represented. 

The research methodology was designed to be sensitive to the cultural and social contexts of the participants, 

incorporating participatory approaches and ensuring informed consent and confidentiality.  

The researcher acknowledged the potential biases and limitations of the research design and took steps to 

minimize their impact. These included triangulation of data sources, such as case studies, expert interviews, and 

surveys, to validate findings and reduce reliance on a single source.  

The researcher also engaged in reflexivity, recognizing and acknowledging their own biases and assumptions, 

and took steps to mitigate their impact on the research. Additionally, peer review and feedback were sought to 

identify potential biases and limitations and improve the research design. 

The researcher provided a detailed and transparent description of the research methodology, allowing readers to 

evaluate the research design and findings. 

 Diverse perspectives and voices, including those of marginalized populations, were incorporated to ensure the 

research was inclusive and representative. Validated and reliable data collection tools were used to minimize 

measurement error and ensure data quality. 

 Furthermore, the researcher addressed power dynamics by using participatory approaches and ensuring 

informed consent, thereby minimizing potential exploitation or harm to participants. By taking these steps, the 

researcher increased the validity, reliability, and generalizability of the research findings. 

The theoretical framework was developed with sensitivity to the research context and objectives, prioritizing the 

needs and perspectives of marginalized populations. The framework drew on multiple theoretical perspectives, 

including sustainable development theory and inclusive innovation theory, to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the research topic. 

The research findings are consistent with the Biblical mandate to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with your God” (Micah 6:8). As stewards of God’s creation, we have a responsibility to promote equitable and 

sustainable development, prioritizing the needs of marginalized populations (Psalm 24:1). 

. Implications:  

. Policymakers should prioritize inclusive technology-driven solutions: l Policymakers should prioritize the 

development of inclusive technology-driven solutions that address the needs of marginalized populations. 

. Practitioners should adopt context-specific approaches: Practitioners should adopt context-specific approaches 

to SDG implementation, taking into account the specific needs and contexts of different countries. 

. Further research is needed: Further research is needed to explore the potential of strategic communication, 

emerging media technologies, and AI governance in shaping future education, work, and sustainable 

development. 

This research contributes to the development of a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates inclusive, 

technology-driven solutions. By prioritizing the needs of marginalized populations and promoting sustainable 

development, we can create a more just and compassionate world, consistent with the biblical mandate to “love 

your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:31). 

 

VIII. Conclusion: 

This research has explored the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, and 

AI governance in shaping future education, work, and sustainable development, with a focus on promoting 

inclusive and sustainable development.  
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The findings of this research have significant implications for policy and practice, highlighting the importance 

of integrating inclusive, technology-driven solutions into the SDG framework. By prioritizing the needs of 

marginalized populations and promoting sustainable development, we can create a more just and compassionate 

world, consistent with the biblical mandate to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31). 

The research has demonstrated that inclusive technology-driven solutions can accelerate progress toward 

achieving the SDGs, and that context-specific approaches are essential for effective SDG implementation.  

The findings also highlight the significant barriers that marginalized populations face in accessing education, 

employment, and healthcare, and the need for policymakers and practitioners to prioritize the development of 

inclusive technology-driven solutions that address these needs. 

This research contributes to the development of a re-imagined SDG framework that integrates inclusive, 

technology-driven solutions, prioritizing the needs and perspectives of marginalized populations.  

By adopting context-specific approaches and leveraging the potential of strategic communication, emerging 

media technologies, and AI governance, policymakers and practitioners can promote equitable and sustainable 

development, and ultimately leave no one behind. 

Future Directions:  

Further research is needed to explore the potential of strategic communication, emerging media technologies, 

and AI governance in shaping future education, work, and sustainable development. 

 Additionally, policymakers and practitioners should prioritize the development of inclusive technology-driven 

solutions that address the needs of marginalized populations, and adopt context-specific approaches to SDG 

implementation. 

By working together to promote inclusive and sustainable development, we can create a more just and 

compassionate world, where everyone has the opportunity to thrive and reach their full potential. 
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