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ABSTRACT: The global power competition has intensified game nations play in the Central African Economic and 

Monetary Community (CEMAC) sub region. In the Post Cold war period, there is a general feeling by the six member 

states that, there was an absence of a clear policy gold by the US. The U.S had no Grand Strategy for the African 

continent, that is why the U.S prefers a selective engagement approach. The objective of this study is to assess the 

impact of U.S. foreign policy on the political, economic, and social landscapes of individual CEMAC countries both 

in Republican and Democratic administrations. This would involve analyzing quantitative data on economic 

indicators, political stability, and social development, along with qualitative research to understand the perspectives of 

various stakeholders. Understanding the historical trajectory of U.S. engagement and projecting future trends 

necessitates a multi-faceted approach, considering economic interests, security concerns, and the evolving geopolitical 

landscape. Most US-African policy was conducted through the European colonial masters. The successive U.S 

president saw the sub region as out of the U.S sphere of influence. So, the US-CEMAC relations fluctuated. The sub 

region is considered to be within the sphere of influence of Paris and the lack of consistent U.S. policy towards 

specific regimes has created uncertainty and a shift in policy in the sub- region. The U.S policy toward the sub region 

is historically values-based approach to global engagement, that makes strategizing its role in the Great Power 

Competition with Russia, Turkey and China more complicated.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
‘Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own governors, must arm 

themselves with the power knowledge gives’ JAMES MADISON 

Most US-African policy was conducted through the European colonial masters. The Central African 

Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) sub region is considered to be within the sphere of influence of 

Paris. France therefore, had a particular and significant influence on the six member states (Cameroon, Central 

African Republic, Chad, Congo Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon). The U.S have various foreign policy 

orientations but, they predominantly pursued two orientations in their history, that is Unilateralism and engagement.
1
 

However, there are four ways in which the Americans think their Foreign Policy; Jacksonian, Jeffersonian, 

Hamiltonian (Mercantilism) and Wilsonian.
2
 The US had no Grand Strategy for the African continent,

3
 that is why 

the U.S prefers a selective engagement approach when dealing with African issues, mostly crisis oriented, and acting 

according to priorities, the US get involved in conflict crises that might threaten their long-term interest in the sub 

region. The U.S. foreign policy towards CEMAC under both Republican and Democratic administrations has been 

characterized by a complex interplay of strategic interests, security concerns, and developmental assistance. The 

CEMAC subregion is seen to be outside the U.S sphere of influence.
4
 Democrats administrations have often 
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prioritized promoting democracy, human rights, and good governance,
5
 while Republican administrations have 

sometimes shown a greater focus on counterterrorism and strategic partnerships.
6
 

According to Tibor Nagy, The U.S is losing the fight against terrorism, and losing to Russia, China, India 

and Turkey. The U.S is also losing African support in the UN and are being beaten A to Z. Our adversaries go in 

with battle axes while we come with Robert’s Rules of order.‟
7
 An assessment of the impact of U.S. foreign policy on 

the political, economic, and social landscapes of individual CEMAC countries would involve analyzing quantitative 

data on economic indicators, political stability, and social development, along with qualitative research to 

understand the perspectives of various stakeholders. Africa is a considerable voting bloc in the UN, one of the 

world‟s largest trading blocs for strategic geopolitical position and economic competition for the rich natural 

resources and market opportunities. It is the second largest continent and second largest population in the world, 

made up of 54 countries and very rich in mineral deposit. The global power competition has intensified game 

nations play in the CEMAC sub region. The sub-region shares a common market, common currency and promote 

sub-regional integration through a monetary union and an economic union. The sub-region holds strategic 

importance due to its natural resources, geopolitical location, and the complex security dynamics within the region. 

Understanding the historical trajectory of U.S. engagement and projecting future trends necessitates a multi-faceted 

approach, considering economic interests, security concerns, and the evolving geopolitical landscape.  

However, the U.S foreign policy at different point reflects changes from previous policies, but then, if there 

are shift in policy, how can an in-depth analysis of the CEMAC states in shaping their relationship with the U.S. can 

be assessed? This requires examining the foreign policy strategies of individual CEMAC countries and 

understanding how they navigate the complex dynamics of great power competition. Evidence shows that China‟s 

and Russia‟s growing influence in the sub-region is as a result of the U.S not attaching great importance to the sub 

region especially after the cold war. And a power vacuum is created, China, Russia and Turkey tend to step in and 

fill the void. The U.S policy toward the sub region put priorities into 4 pillars that is, Peace and security issues, 

strengthen democratic institutions, Spur Economic growth, investment and development. For the United States, with 

its historically values-based approach to global engagement, that makes strategizing its role in the Great Power 

Competition with Russia, and China more complicated.  

In 1990 the U.S Department of State announce that aid to Africa is conditioned or prior to progress towards 

democracy.
8
 The geopolitical approach used in this reflection is interested in the conditions of materialization of 

power. It therefore combines several variables such as strategy, political leadership, economic, among others in the 

global power strategies. Turkey, Russia and China are challenging the status quo in the sub region, using insecurity 

and diplomatic disputes with Western powers as a springboard to expand its presence in the sub region. At a certain 

moment, Mercantilism dominate especially when it concerns trade issues, since trade benefits to all. China in the sub 

region goes against the U.S policy of free trade, Chinas increasing influence in the region is seen as a threat. The 

Chinese dominance strategy in the subregion is increasing because they are able to buy influence among African 

nations.
9
Russia too seeks to take advantage of this neglect to position itself in the subregion. Russia is trying to 

improve its economy with access to African markets, expanding its military outreach, and strengthening its position 

in the African continent. The current situation in Central African Republic (C.A.R) is providing a playbook. Russian 

support is welcomed by Central Africans who are hopeful that Moscow could succeed where other foreign powers 

had not in taming conflict. The U.S and its historical allies (France, Britain and other European powers) failed to 

bring back peace in the sub-region especially in CAR and Chad. Russia is investing in the diplomatic, socio-

economic frameworks in order to increase its influence in Africa through the Central African Republic. Moscow 

finds in the Central African Republic a space for projecting and strengthening its power status in the sub-region in 

particular and on the continent in general. 
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II. THE U.S STRATEGIC AMBIGUITY IN THE CEMAC SUB REGION 
The U.S. engagement with the CEMAC sub-region has been characterized by a blend of strategic and 

pragmatic approaches. While a dedicated, singular policy document specifically outlining a comprehensive U.S. 

strategy for the CEMAC sub-region is not readily apparent, we can infer key elements from broader U.S. foreign 

policy in Africa and surrounding regions. The post-Cold War era saw a shift towards promoting democracy and free 

markets,
10

 often intertwined with counter-terrorism efforts.
11

 This approach, however, has not been uniform across 

the CEMAC countries, reflecting varying levels of political stability and economic development. Traditionally, the 

U.S. priorities in the continent was the promotion of transparent governance and human rights, addressing 

democratic backsliding, and maintaining security. But we noticed that the U.S Policy was mainly based on “Vital 

Interest and desirable interest”, which can further be explained through the U.S policy in the continent during the 

cold war period and post-cold war period.  

A/ The Cold War period (from independence to 1990s) and The Post Cold war period (after 1990s) 

The relation during the cold war period was mainly centered around the “cold war politics.” The relation 

was mostly based on maintaining and promoting Anti-Communist ideology among African elites during this era. 

The U.S had good alliances with all African states that supported their stand in its fight against the Soviet Union. 

Dan Whitman ones commented that “We have lost the sense of how to do public diplomacy. We had it when there 

was U.S.S.R. Now no longer. We only harangue other countries on cultural issues as an extension of our own 

domestic culture wars in the U.S.
12

 

The "war on terror" following 11
th

 September 2001, significantly impacted U.S. foreign policy in the 

CEMAC sub-region in the post-cold war period.
13

  The fight against extremist groups, particularly in the Sahel 

region bordering the CEMAC, influenced U.S. military and security assistance to certain CEMAC states.
14

 This 

engagement, however, has been subject to criticism concerning its effectiveness and potential unintended 

consequences.
15

 The U.S. has also sought to diversify energy sources and transportation routes, reducing reliance on 

specific regions or countries.
16

 This has potentially influenced its engagement with the oil-rich nations within 

CEMAC. In the Post Cold war period, there is a general feeling by the six member states that there was an absence 

of a clear policy gold by the US.  

The establishment of United States Africa Command (AFRICOM) in 2007 marked a significant shift in 

U.S. military engagement across the continent. While AFRICOM's activities was also extended to the CEMAC sub-

region, a comparative analysis approach reveals that U.S. foreign policy in the CEMAC sub-region emphasizes on 

counter-terrorism, economic development, and promoting democratic governance which has been a consistent theme 

across many regions and sub regions.
17

 However, the intensity and specific focus of these policies have varied 

depending on regional contexts and strategic priorities. For instance, the U.S. engagement in the Middle East, 

marked by military interventions and significant financial investment, differs considerably from its approach in the 

CEMAC sub-region.
18

 Similarly, the U.S. policy towards Central Asia, influenced by the "Great Game" dynamics 
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and resource competition, presents a different set of priorities.
19

The level of U.S. military presence and engagement 

also varies significantly across different regions. The heavy military involvement in the Middle East contrasts with a 

more limited but strategically important presence in the CEMAC region. The sub-Saharan Africa especially the 

central African states was initially not been a primary focus of the U.S foreign policy. The successive U.S president 

saw the sub region as out of the U.S sphere of influence. So, the US-CEMAC relations fluctuated. The U.S has great 

interest elsewhere and Africans understood that Africa is an afterthought engagement mainly limited to 

counterterrorism.  

Republican administrations have often prioritized a more transactional approach to foreign policy, 

emphasizing strategic partnerships and national security interests.
20

 This approach has sometimes resulted in greater 

engagement with authoritarian regimes in the CEMAC region, where stability is seen as crucial for counterterrorism 

efforts. However, this has been criticized for neglecting human rights and democratic governance concerns.
21

 The 

focus on counterterrorism has also led to increased military assistance and security cooperation, which can have 

unintended consequences for political stability and human rights. The U.S are having a less consistent policy and 

issue bland statement on Military coups,
22

 the respect of institutions and the rule of law. Evidence shows that Russia 

and China seek to take advantage of this neglect to position themselves in the CEMAC subregion even by the use of 

soft power.  

B/The realities of soft power 

The realities of soft power in the 21st century demand a cohesive strategy to combat the asymmetric hybrid 

warfare methods the melding of modern warfare and business strategy used by Beijing and Moscow. According to 

Kevin Limonier  there is a „growing spread of Russian content across the French-speaking African web’, explained 

by the great popularity of anti-Western discourse propagated by the major Russian international media (RT and 

Sputnik) among African public opinion, which often views Russia through the prism of its anti-colonial Soviet 

past.
23

 The impact on the political landscape is difficult to isolate from other factors influencing the sub-region, such 

as internal conflicts, regional power dynamics, and the influence of other international actors.
24

 For example, while 

the U.S. has provided support for democratic institutions and processes in some CEMAC countries, the success of 

these efforts has been uneven, hampered by factors such as weak state capacity, corruption, and ethnic tensions.
25

 

Furthermore, U.S. engagement with authoritarian regimes in the region, sometimes driven by strategic 

considerations, has been criticized for undermining democratic progress.
26

 if we compare it to other politico-

economic spaces in sub-Saharan Africa, is the one where power retains and lasts the longest. The six current heads 

of state together have nearly a century in power with strong disparities.   The lack of consistent U.S. policy towards 

specific regimes, shifting based on the prevailing administration, has created uncertainty and instability in the 

region. This inconsistency makes it difficult to definitively assess the overall impact of U.S. foreign policy on the 

political stability of CEMAC. The influence of U.S. foreign policy is also mediated through various channels, 

including bilateral aid, multilateral organizations, and engagement with civil society groups. The effectiveness of 

these channels is influenced by factors such as the absorptive capacity of CEMAC governments and the local 

political context.
27

 For instance, while U.S. aid has been instrumental in supporting various development initiatives, 

the lack of transparency and accountability in some CEMAC countries has limited the impact of this assistance.
28
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Additionally, the U.S. approach towards regional organizations, such as the African Union, has varied, impacting the 

effectiveness of collective efforts to address political challenges in the CEMAC sub-region. 

For the American research centre Brookings Institution, these are projection of power on the world scene, 

access to raw materials and natural resources, and security, associated with arms sales. Roland Marchal asserted that 

„The Russians know how to do three things that are of interest to Africans and the continent. They know how to 

exploit mines and manage energy resources. They can sell civil nuclear power and they sell arms and have security 

expertise.
29

 But in Bangui, the authorities believe that the priority for Central Africans, who have been plunged into 

a spiral of violence since 2013, is security, peace and stability. „Russia has been present in C.A.R since 

independence. Currently, the main expectation of national opinion is first and foremost security. And on this point, 

military cooperation with Russia is bearing fruit. I would like to remind you that, not so long ago, 80% of the 

territory was occupied by terrorists. Russia is not a friend of the West, of course, but it is a friend of the Central 

African Republic. Let us be clear about that. So according to our interests, we will not allow ourselves to be dictated 

to by whom we must make a pact or not. Those days are over. The development of the CAR is so huge that there is 

room for everyone.’
30

 The Russian presence in the Central African Republic is also part of a more general desire of 

Moscow to advance its views and assert its interests on the continent. The Russians plan to install military bases in 

five to six African countries. Moscow is going to build a military base on the Red Sea, in Port Sudan. This is a first 

in Africa since the collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia will use the base to refuel its fleet, according to a draft 

agreement with Sudan that was presented by Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishoustin and approved by President 

Vladimir Putin. This is a first for Moscow on the African continent since the fall of the Soviet Union.
31

  

 

III. FUTURE TRENDS IN U.S. FOREIGN POLICY IN CEMAC 
Projecting future U.S. foreign policy in the CEMAC region requires considering several factors. The 

ongoing competition between major global powers, particularly the U.S. and China, Russia and even Turkey will 

continue to shape the geopolitical landscape.
32

  China's growing economic influence in Africa, including potential 

investments in infrastructure and resource extraction within the CEMAC region, will likely lead to increased 

competition for influence.
33

This competition could manifest itself in various forms, including economic aid, 

development projects, and potentially even indirect security competition. The security situation within the CEMAC 

sub-region remains a significant concern. The presence of extremist groups, internal conflicts, and transnational 

crime pose ongoing challenges.
34

 The U.S. is likely to continue supporting regional security initiatives and providing 

counter-terrorism assistance to selected CEMAC states. However, the nature and extent of this support will depend 

on evolving security threats and the U.S.'s overall strategic priorities in the sub-region and in Africa in general. The 

U.S sent a troop of 300 soldiers in Cameroon to bolster the Cameroon effort to counter Boko haram. This U.S troops 

would provide intelligence to multi- national task force alongside with surveillance drones.
35

 

A/ Geopolitical continuum 

The ongoing security crises in the sub-region are an opportunity for Russia, China and Turkey to reclaim 

the continent. Russia delivered arms to the Central African Republic, which was under embargo in 2008, with the 

approval of the Security Council. Russia has also provided peacekeeping training for 1,300 Central African Republic 

army soldiers and nearly 160 police officers from 18 African countries. Defense cooperation is a major geopolitical 

resource for Russia in the context of rivalry between the two countries. The geopolitical continuum that China and 
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Russia wish to create at the gates of France's dominion necessarily constitutes a threat to the durability of Western 

interests in the region. China increasingly is a near-peer competitor, challenging the United States in multiple arenas 

especially economically, militarily, and technologically and it is pushing to change global norms. 

 Russia's new foreign policy benefits from the positive image of the former USSR as a major ally of 

liberation movements in Africa. This proximity to African causes contributed to the emergence of a socialist 

clientele within the ruling elite of the time, which was useful for strengthening military and economic cooperation. 

Even if its action is more pragmatic today, post-Soviet Russia remains attached to yesterday's partners, as evidenced 

by its participation in the design and launch of ANGOSAT, Angola's first communications satellite.
36

 Russia's return 

to CEMAC sub-region has resulted in a strong involvement in the Central African Republic, with arms deliveries, 

the sending of military instructors and the development of a strategy of influence, notably through the dissemination, 

via the Internet, of articles criticizing the French presence in the country. 

The strong military partnerships the United States has already formed and nurtured with African nations are 

key foundational building blocks for all other forms of engagement to take place. African leaders, for their part, are 

unlikely to choose a side in the way that Western nations will want them to. Many have been waiting for years for 

their countries to be considered of high strategic value, and many African heads of state welcome the competition, 

viewing it as an opportunity to increase both resources and influence. For the United States, with its historically 

values-based approach to global engagement, that makes strategizing its role in the Great Power Competition with 

Russia, and China more complicated. The real geopolitical risk for the United States and other Western allies is the 

failure to recognize the groundwork that Russia is currently laying, and the threat it poses to both ownership of 

natural resources and relationship building. One of Moscow‟s main objectives on the road to regaining its status as a 

global power is securing energy markets. The U.S. approach to economic development and governance will 

continue to be a significant aspect of its foreign policy within the CEMAC sub-region.
37

 The focus on promoting 

free markets, good governance, and sustainable development will likely remain, although the specific mechanisms 

and approaches may evolve. The effectiveness of these initiatives will depend on the cooperation of CEMAC 

governments and the ability to address underlying economic and social challenges. The United States start to 

manifest an interest and decide to establish a role in Africa by initiating trade with Africa and that has led to the 

economic exchange to double and the Obama administration visited Africa to stress the economic partnership with 

African countries.
38

The Obama administration has also initiated the President‟s Emergency Plan for Russia is trying 

to improve its economy with access to African markets, expanding its military outreach, and strengthening its 

position in the African continent. The market opportunities on the African continent are enormous. Consumer 

expenditure is expected to reach $2.1 trillion by 2025 and $2.5 trillion by 2030. The World Bank estimates that the 

African food market alone could be worth $1 trillion by 2030.
39

 China is now the largest trading partner for the 

African continent, and China‟s Export-Import Bank aims to invest more than $1 trillion in the continent by 2025. In 

addition, China has now surpassed the United States government in total agriculture funding. China has increased its 

presence in CEMAC countries development a trend that will persist because its model is extremely attractive to both 

China and many African nations. The U S secretary of State, Antony Blinken, has made it clear through his 

statement „Africans need not pick a side in the common rivalry among the U.S and China.
40

 It is only in 2012 that 

the United States published its U.S Policy towards Sub Saharan Africa. This explains why the first U.S-Africa 

leaders‟ summit was held in 2014. 

The economic impact of U.S. foreign policy on CEMAC is multifaceted, influenced by trade relations, 

investment flows, and development assistance. While the U.S. is not a major trading partner for most CEMAC 

countries, its influence is felt indirectly through its global economic policies and its engagement with international 
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financial institutions.
41

 U.S. trade policies, particularly those related to agricultural subsidies and tariffs, can have a 

significant impact on the competitiveness of CEMAC exports.
42

 Moreover, U.S. investment in the region, though not 

as substantial as that from other countries, can play a crucial role in economic development, particularly in sectors 

such as extractives and telecommunications.
43

Republican administrations have often favored free market policies 

and reduced government intervention in the economy. 
44

This approach has sometimes been reflected in U.S. 

engagement with CEMAC, with an emphasis on promoting private sector development and reducing trade barriers. 

However, this approach has also been criticized for neglecting the need for social safety nets and for potentially 

exacerbating economic inequality.
45

 The focus on national security interests has also influenced economic policy, 

with security-related spending potentially diverting resources from development initiatives. New initiatives by 

Russia in the CEMAC sub-region, is occurring in a twofold framework in which Russia is becoming more 

advantageous in its competition with the U.S. and at the same time, its presence is being strengthened in regions 

where China is increasing its weight.
46

Russia is also turning to countries in Africa with which it had close ties during 

the Soviet period and has already signed economic and military agreements with Cameroon and the Central African 

Republic. Russia‟s engagement with Africa has become visible in the fields of foreign policy, economy, and culture. 

For instance, the trade volume between Russia and Africa doubled from 2013 to 2018, exceeding $20 billion. Such 

data indicate that not only is Russia interested in the region, but African countries are also open to trade with Russia. 

The acknowledgement of the Russian presence in Africa manifests itself in a total of 92 agreements and memoranda 

of understanding signed at the Russia-Africa Summit and Economic Forum held in Sochi in October 2019.
47

  

Democrats‟ administrations have generally placed a greater emphasis on promoting democracy, human 

rights, and good governance.
48

 This approach has led to increased support for civil society organizations, election 

monitoring, and initiatives to strengthen democratic institutions. However, the impact of these efforts has been 

limited by the complex political dynamics in CEMAC, including internal conflicts, weak state institutions, and 

corruption.
49

 The effectiveness of U.S. efforts to promote democratic reforms has also been hampered by the lack of 

consistent and sustained engagement. Democratic administrations have generally shown a greater willingness to 

incorporate social and environmental considerations into economic policy.
50

 This has led to increased support for 

development initiatives aimed at poverty reduction, improving infrastructure, and promoting sustainable 

development. However, the effectiveness of these initiatives has been constrained by factors such as corruption, 

weak governance, and the limited capacity of CEMAC governments to absorb and utilize foreign aid effectively.
51

 

The global economic crisis of 2008 and subsequent economic downturns in the U.S. have also impacted the level of 

development aid available to CEMAC countries. 
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The social impact of U.S. foreign policy on CEMAC is less direct than the political and economic impacts, 

but still significant. U.S. engagement with civil society organizations, educational initiatives, and health programs 

has had a positive influence on various aspects of social development.
52

 However, the effectiveness of these 

initiatives has been uneven, influenced by factors such as cultural context, local priorities, and the challenges of 

implementing programs in fragile and conflict-affected states.
53

 The U.S. approach to issues such as HIV/AIDS, 

education, and gender equality has influenced social policy in CEMAC, but the impact has varied depending on the 

specific programs and the local context. 

B/Reconfiguration of the international system 

“In the coming year, the United States and its allies will face an increasingly complex and interconnected 

global security environment marked by the growing specter of great power competition and conflict, while 

collective, transnational threats to all nations and actors compete for our attention and finite resources.”
54

 This 

statement comes from the U.S. intelligence communities in the 2022 Annual Threat Assessment Report. The U.S. 

foreign policy within the CEMAC sub-region has been shaped by a complex interplay of factors, including security 

concerns, economic interests, and geopolitical dynamics. While the overarching principles of counter-terrorism, 

economic development, and democratic governance have guided U.S. engagement, the specific implementation has 

varied considerably. Areas vitally important to U.S development and diplomatic strategic objectives and other global 

powers are heavily influencing the CEMAC Sub region. It is important to note that there is no more a monolithic 

control of the continent and the CEMAC sub-regions benefits from the multiplicity of interested powers and several 

other Factors that gives options and choices to the member states countries of the sub region to enrich their own best 

judgment. 

The current situation in CAR is providing a playbook. Russian support is welcomed by Central Africans 

who are hopeful that Moscow could succeed where other foreign powers had not in taming conflict. The U.S and its 

historic allies (France, Britain and other European powers). Moscow finds in the Central Africa Republic a space for 

projecting and strengthening its power status in the sub-region. Russia is challenging the status quo in Africa, using 

insecurity and diplomatic disputes with Western powers as a springboard to expand its presence on the African 

continent. The reconfiguration of the international system and the multiploidization of decision-making centers will 

continue. The East is organizing itself, reviewing its financial, economic, political and strategic strategies. An 

opportunity to make strategic choices is therefore offered to Africa on condition that it creates the conditions for its 

strategic autonomy and advances in solidarity and collectivity, the paradigms are changing. Tomorrow's power will 

belong to regional unions or continental states, as Philippe Hugon explains, Africa must seek to reposition itself by 

reading the new geopolitical upheavals that are on the horizon. It is about power politics, force and violence. Hard 

power is the oldest form of power; it is connected to the idea of an anarchic, where countries do not recognize any 

superior authority. At the Sochi summit, Putin was quick to remind his audience of Russia‟s opposition to 

“colonialism, racism and apartheid” during the Soviet era, and Russian support for the African nations struggle for 

independence. It may also be advisable to engage Russia, through diplomatic channels, for the transfer of 

maintenance contracts to African defense industry companies. For instance, there are at least 80 Russian-made MiG-

29 fighter jet in Algeria, Chad, Eritrea and Sudan, while Egypt has at least 46 of the upgraded variants of the same 

aircraft. These aircraft and other military hardware for the land and sea capabilities require reliable maintenance 

service providers, preferably located in Africa. 

Both Republican and Democratic administrations have supported various social programs in CEMAC, but 

their priorities and approaches have differed.
55

 Democratic administrations have generally placed a greater emphasis 

on human rights, gender equality, and the empowerment of marginalized groups. This has led to increased support 

for programs aimed at improving access to education, health care, and other essential services for vulnerable 

populations. Republican administrations have sometimes focused more on security-related issues and promoting 

economic growth, which can have both positive and negative consequences for social development. The U.S. role in 

promoting human rights and democracy has had a complex impact on the social fabric of CEMAC. While the U.S. 
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has supported various initiatives to protect human rights and promote democratic values, these efforts have been met 

with mixed success. The effectiveness of these initiatives has been hampered by factors such as weak state capacity, 

corruption, and the complex interplay of ethnic and religious identities. The U.S. approach to human rights has also 

been criticized for being inconsistent and selective at times, depending on strategic interests and political 

considerations. The relationship between Africa and the U.S needs to evolve. The US has neglected the prioritized 

economic ties with Africa, which has led other global actors to step in to fill the void. The real geopolitical risk for 

the United States and other Western allies is the failure to recognize the groundwork that Russia and China are 

currently laying, and the threat it poses to the perception of Africans in both the West and on the other hand China 

and Russia in foreign relationship building.   

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
The future of U.S. foreign policy in the CEMAC sub-region will be significantly influenced by great power 

competition, regional security challenges, and the evolving economic landscape. Addressing the identified research 

gaps is crucial for a more complete understanding of this complex and strategically important relationship. The real 

geopolitical risk for the United States and other Western allies is the failure to recognize the groundwork that Russia 

and China are currently laying, and the threat it poses to the perception of Africans in both the West and on the other 

hand China, Russia and Turkey in foreign relationship building. Only through such rigorous research can we fully 

understand the historical trajectory and project the future of U.S. foreign policy in this vital sub-region. a 

comprehensive assessment of the impact of U.S. policy, and an in-depth analysis of the agency of CEMAC states in 

shaping their relationship with the U.S. 
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